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Grants will help families prevent 
the need for foster care
Kansas families will now have access to strong evidence-based 
programs designed to prevent the need for foster care. On Tuesday, 
October 1, Governor Laura Kelly along with Department for Children 
& Families Secretary Laura Howard awarded 18 agencies from across 
the state with $13 million in Family First prevention grants.  

“From day one of my administration, I’ve made it clear that the safety 
& well-being of children in Kansas is my top priority,” Kelly said. “I 
am proud that Kansas, as one of the first states in the nation to 
implement Family First, has partnered with community organizations 
to support vulnerable families.”

The Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) provides new federal 
funding for prevention activities. The funding is available for children at 
imminent risk of placement in foster care as well as parents or kinship 
caregivers. The Act provides federal matching dollars for evidence-
based services rated as “well- supported” in the areas of mental health, 
substance use disorder, parent skill-building & kinship navigation.

CAPS was awarded a $219,812 to exp& it’s Family Mentoring 
Program in Saline & Ottawa Counties.  This in-home, case 
management service focuses on identifying the family’s strengths & 
needs through the Nurturing Parenting curriculum & provides parent 
skills training, crisis management, & referral to other community 
partners to engage the supports needed to stabilize the family & build 
connections for future needs.

The grant enables CAPS to exp& services from five half-time 
employees to full-time in Saline County & to add a full-time Family 
Mentor serving families in Ottawa County for the first time.  This 
bridges CAPS work in Ottawa County through Happy Bear (sexual 
abuse prevention education), Victim Advocacy & case coordination 
through Chris’s Place – Child Advocacy Center & the Ottawa/Saline 
County CASA program.

As part of the evaluation effort, the University of Kansas Center for 
Research, Inc will convene regional & statewide advisory teams 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CAPS awarded piece of $13.6 Million 
Family First Prevention Services Act Grant

Pictured Left to Right: Secretary Laura Howard for the Dept. for Children & Families, 
Vicki Price, Chelsea Sutton & Lori Blake.

The Advocate
The voice of children & families for those who support them

Improving children’s lives & strengthening families through education, advocacy & family support.

Child Advocacy & Parenting Services, Inc.

Every Child Matters Dinner 
has record attendance
Read more inside...



Every Child Matters Dinner
Roger & Pam Allen 
Mary Andersen 
Roy & Donice Applequist 
Ruth & Stephen Ascher 
Mike & Debra Berkley 
Cloie Brevik 
Dr. Wendel & Karleen Burch 
Wayne & Nita Kay Carlson 
Kevin Carrico 
Rex Cearley 
Warren & Leadell Ediger 
Doug & Beth Edwards 
Bob & Mary Exline 
Ed & Jessica Flores 
Paul & Jenny Forrester 
Matt & Maddy Garretson 

Chris & Rachelle Giroux 
Barb & Greg Goode 
Michael & Dineel Grant 
Alan & Kathy Hale 
Matt & Brenda Hemmer 
Keith & Sue Holmes 
Gail & Cheryl Konzem 
Les & Lori Lankhorst 
Teresa & Tom Martin 
Robert & Michelle Martin 
Barbara McDonald 
Gayle & Jane McMillen 
Jeff & Darlene Nicholson 
Tom & Katie Platten 
Pat Rackley 
Chris & Mike Ritter 

Joe & Kym Ryan 
Samuel & Sally Siegrist 
Larry & Joy Smith 
Dr. Boyd & Heather Smith 
Morrie & Sydney Soderberg 
Karen & Gary Stansberry 
Karen Sutton 
Joyce Volk 
Brian & Judy Weisel 
Ernie & Jane Yake 
Loren & Sara Young 
Bank of Tescott
Bennington State Bank
Salina Police Department
Ken & Karen Ebert 
Amy  Norton 

Employee Payroll Deduction
Blue Beacon for their generous 
dollar for dollar match from 
each of these employee’s gifts:
Jessica Adkins
Russell Blochlinger
Zachary Bosquez
Bradley Brandon
Terry Cornett
James Lee Crawford
Andra Erdner
Fredy A Figueroa Ramirez
Mike & Anne Fontes
Stephanie Goodwin-Reinking
Dean Haiden

Julia Hardesty
Linda Henderson
Manipa Hines
Michelle Hynes
Robert Kruse
Jack & Donna Lennon
Eric McCullough
Brian McGovern
Cody Miller
Dierdre Moore
Hilary Mullane
Troy Orr
Rhonda Palmquist
Tina Price

Larry Prothro
Pat & Pam Sullivan
Mary C. Verhoeff
Mike & Penny Walker
Trace & Cindy Walker
Guy Walker
Austin Walker
Jennifer Wiegert
Michelle Wikoff-Schrock
Vicki Williams

Long McArthur
Derek & Meagan Lee

Donations to CAPS General Fund
Cloie Brevik
Judith Burkhartsmeyer
Christina Byrd
Vicki Fruetel
Barbara Short
Tom & Elane Stein
Dottie Wallace
Mahaska Snack Express
Westar Energy Employee Giving Program

Kroger
Jake & Dr. Leah Peterson
Larry & Joy Smith
George & Marcia Troutfetter
Chapter DL of PEO
Verla Nesbitt Joscelyn Foundation
The Hunter-White Foundation
Walker Family Foundation
Salina Charities League

Volunteers
Gabriella Fischer
Joan White
Barb Short
Linda Taggart
Karen Sutton
Jo Martin
Mary Jane Mortimer
Laykin Walker
Luke Walker
Dakota Iford 

First Presbyterian 
Church Youth
Rev. Keith Phillips
Cooper Cobb
Hadley Johnston
Harper Johnston
Molly Michaelis
Azbey Peckham
Danielle Peckham
Cindric White
Cora White

Trinity United Methodist 
Church Youth
Lindsay Keith
Reagan Goetz
Kate Breeding
Soren Mannebach
Kylista Kindlesparger
Kyiella Kindlesparger
Tejon McDaniel

Many Thanks!
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Our deepest gratitude to Christina 
Trocheck, President, & John Presley for their 4 
years of leadership & service on the CAPS Board 
of Directors.  They have helped the agency to 
continue its legacy of serving families in central 
Kansas as we strive to create a place where 
every child is healthy, safe & strong.

http://www.capsofsalina.org


around Family First Prevention Services Act 
implementation.

The evaluation activities in this grant award 
begin in October & the grant may extend up 
to five years.

“I am excited that we are able to partner with 
agencies across the state to make Family 
First a reality in Kansas,”DCF Secretary Laura 

Howard said. “Whether you are in Cherokee 
or Cheyenne county, families will have access 
to strong evidence-based programs all with 
the goal of preventing the need for a child to 
enter the foster care system.”

CAPS was one of 55 proposals for Family 
First prevention grant services. Grant review 
teams represented each region, DCF 
administrative staff, & representatives from 
the Kansas Department for Aging & Disability 

Services, the Kansas Department of Health 
& Environment, & the Kansas Children’s 
Cabinet & Trust Fund.

Team representatives had program expertise 
in foster care, mental health, early childhood 
programming, quality assurance, substance 
use disorder services, & prevention services.

The grants term awarded is Oct. 1, 2019 
through June 30, 2020.
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Tuesday, October 15 gathered 150 of CAPS loyal 
supporters, board members & staff to hear a message of hope & 
resilience from Rachel’s Challenge founder, Darrell Scott. To highlight 
work aligned between Rachel’s Challenge & CAPS Bullying Prevention 
Program, Scott encouraged the audience to be look-throughers, not 
look atters .  He emphasized the importance of truly getting to know 
people & their problems creates connections that allows people to 
help each other.  

His next point was to be purposeful in how we live our lives.  Showing 
people compassion & kindness leaves an impact that is often 
unknown.  This came to light for 
the Scott family when Rachel Joy 
Scott was the first person killed in 
the Columbine High School shooting 
on April 20, 1999. But that was only 
the beginning of the story. After her 
death, many students that Rachel 
reached out to shared stories with 
the Scotts about the profound 
impact her simple acts of kindness 
had on their lives; even preventing 
one young man for taking his own 
life. They soon realized the transformational effect of Rachel’s story & 
started the non-profit organization that is Rachel’s Challenge today.

According to the National Center for School 
Engagement,160,000 students skip school 
every day for fear of being bullied.

It doesn’t have to be this way. Creating a school climate less 
susceptible to harassment, bullying & violence is possible. We see it 
happening in socioeconomically & demographically diverse schools 
across North America every day. CAPS joins this work of prevention 
& empowerment by serving every Saline County student in grades 
3-6 with it’s Bullying Prevention program.  Each year, Vicki Price helps 
over 2600 students practice how to use their voice by st&ing up for 
others & practicing compassion, kindness, empathy, acceptance & 
respect. 

In the two decades since twelve innocent lives were taken at 
Columbine, Rachel’s legacy has touched 28 million people & is the 
foundation for creating programs that promote a positive climate 
in K-12 schools. Her vision to start a chain reaction of kindness 
& compassion is the basis for our mission: Making schools safer, 
more connected places where bullying & violence are replaced with 
kindness & respect; & where learning & teaching are awakened to 
their fullest.

Every Child Matters Dinner 
has record attendance 
to hear Darrell Scott’s

Message 
of Hope

Lori Blake & Darrell Scott.



Get Connected!

  twitter.com/capsofsalina

www   www.capsofsalina.org

  caps@capsofsalina.org

  facebook.com/capsofsalina

  pinterest.com/capsofsalina

  CAPS of Salina Parenting Education

Saturday, Feb. 1  •  8 a.m. Pancake Feed  •  9 a.m. Auction

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY 

STATE / ZIP

EMAIL

 ■�  Please contact me regarding CAPS being included in my estate planning.

$50
$100
$250

$2,000

$500
$1,000

ANY

So Many Possibilities!

✁

Mail to: CAPS, 155 N. Oakdale Ave., Suite 200, Salina KS 67401 or call 
785-825-4493 or DONATE TODAY at www.capsofsalina.org through Paypal.

• Bullying Prevention Class 
• Respite Child Care
• Parenting Instruction 
• Happy Bear Session 
• Family Mentoring Services 
• Victim Advocacy & Support 
• CASA Volunteer
• 24/7 On-Call Support
• School Readiness

Get your Bullying Prevention 
Apparel in Recognition of 

Bullying Prevention Month!

Order through our online store at 
https://shirtsbyfrancis.com/CapsAntiBullying/shop/home

Pancake feed starts at 8 am, auction at 9. Bring the whole 
family for breakfast! Come bid on live and silent packages 
including trips, dinners, original art, jewelry, quilts & more!

Child Advocacy & Parenting Services, Inc.
155 N. Oakdale Ave., Suite 200, Salina, KS 67401
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Save the Date!New Time!

CAPS 32nd Annual Benefit Auction

http://www.capsofsalina.org
https://shirtsby francis.com/CapsAntiBullying/shop/home

